Oregon Planning Research and Education Institute

The Institute would engage with the field of Urban and Regional Planning in these ways:

(1) Conduct research about plan making and plan implementation that takes advantage of the wealth of practice experience in Oregon, and places Oregon planning in comparative regional, national, and international contexts.
(a) City and county governments in Oregon were mandated to adopt comprehensive land use plans and ordinances to implement them beginning in 1969; there’s a 40+-year record of planning in communities that vary in theoretically and practically interesting ways.
(b) Regional planning and service delivery entities were created in the Portland metropolitan area in the late 1960s and 1970s that, in conjunction with the Oregon statewide planning program established during the same period, were uniquely positioned in the United States to address problems associated with the prevailing pattern of metropolitan development; there’s a nearly 40-year record of plan-making and implementation at the regional level.
(c) Example: The Institute could provide a forum for discourse about implementing the equity aspects of the recently adopted Portland Plan, and for discussions of ethical issues in planning practice more generally.
(d) The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development is moving forward an oral history project that would include interviews with state, regional, and local practicing planners, elected and appointed officials, and private and civic activists who were involved with the emergence and early evolution of the statewide land use planning program. The Institute could play an important role in bringing this project to fruition, and in utilizing the interviews as part of an ongoing research program. 
(e) Building on the above oral history project, the Institute could collect stories of contemporary planning practice, and do case studies of plan making and implementation. Those stories and cases could also be used in MURP courses and in training programs, and in ongoing Institute research. MURP and Urban Studies doctoral students, as well as students and faculty from other campus units, would be invited to participate in these activities as appropriate.

(2) Provide a forum for discussion and project work about issues of concern to the broadly conceived community of Oregon planners.
(a) In collaboration with state, regional, and local planning entities, elected officials, and private and civic organizations, the Institute would convene panels, workshops, and conferences that bring together practitioners and academics to discuss policy matters of current and likely future interest.
(b) Identify and undertake projects that would contribute to resolving practice-related problems and advancing the state of the art.
(c) A Portland/Oregon Planning Workshop or Seminar would be offered for credit on a regular basis as an implementation vehicle for discussions and projects.

(3) Design and implement short courses and training programs for planning practitioners from Oregon, elsewhere in the US, and other countries.
(a) Assemble and deliver curricula that analyze innovative Portland/Oregon planning practices for planners visiting the City during summers and winter break.  The Institute would include faculty colleagues from across campus, as well as practicing planners in curricula design and delivery. 
(b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Offer short courses to US planners that would carry continuing education credit.

(4) The Institute would produce and distribute White Papers and Research Reports, and sponsor presentations that would aim at informing urban and regional planning-related policy and practice discussions.
(a) The Institute would conduct panel surveys on a continuing basis to surface 
       issues of current and future planning-related concern.
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